CITY OF ELSBERRY

REGULAR SESSION 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2018
ELSBERRY CITY HALL

The Board of Aldermen of the City of Elsberry met on the evening of the above date at Elsberry City Hall, 6:30 pm.  Mayor Steve Wilch presided over the meeting.  Present were Alderman Davis, Alderman Short, Alderman Harper, Alderman Hartley, Chief Brian Jeffries, City Clerk Sue Hogarth, City Collector Katie Harper and City Treasurer Tammy Sharpe.  Also present were Brian Hemmer of Alliance Water Resources and Brian Marten from MECO Engineering.  Alderman Kindred was unable to attend due to a family health issue. 
Mayor Wilch called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  
Roll call deemed a quorum present.
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL

Motion was made to approve meeting minutes from August 2018 by Alderman Hartley, seconded by Alderman Harper.


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried
READING OF UNPAID BILLS                                                                               Motion was made to approve the unpaid bills by Alderman Harper, seconded by Alderman Davis.                                                                                                         
AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried

PROJECT UPDATES
Wastewater Treatment Plant Project Update - Mayor Wilch
Mayor Wilch asked Brian with MECO Engineering for any updates on the wastewater treatment plant.  MECO Engineering hopes to have the preliminary design drawings for the wastewater treatment plant by the next board meeting in October.  

Boonslick Regional Planning Commission Update – Mayor Wilch      

Nothing to report at this time.  

MECO Engineering Update – Brian Martin with MECO Engineering 
Brian introduced Bruce Volner to the Board of Aldermen.  He will be our alternate representative from MECO Engineering with Jim Bensmen for the City of Elsberry going forward.  
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES, COMPLAINTS AND REQUESTS AND THE HEARING OF ANY PERSON OR GROUP DESIRING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD, EACH OF WHOM HAVE FILED PRIOR REQUESTS TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA IN COMPLIANCE WITH CITY CODE 24.105
- Request for picnic license for the ECGA for the Fall Festival Biergarten at Providence Bank Park on Saturday, Sept 29, 2018 - City Clerk Sue Hogarth 
Alderman Hartley made a motion to approve the picnic license, seconded by Alderman Davis.                                                           





AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried
- Variance Approval for Mike & Virginia Spies to build a carport / shed as a separate unattached building near the side of their home at 712 N. 5th St.                          
- Virginia Spies and City Clerk Sue Hogarth

Virginia Spies presented the variance request and a picture of the carport / shed building with a gravel driveway that will be placed on the adjacent property from her home that they also own which will be 8-10' from the side of her home at 712 N. 5th St.  The Board of Adjustment met on Tuesday, Sept 4, 2018 for a public hearing meeting and approved the variance with the recommendation that the variance to be approved by the Board of Aldermen.   Motion was made by Alderman Harper to approve the variance recommendation, seconded by Alderman Hartley.








                                                                                                                         
AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Update from the Elsberry Historical Society on the rent or purchase of the old Elsberry City Hall - City Attorney Rob Guinness
The Elsberry Historical Society toured through the old Elsberry City Hall and they like the building and are willing to pursue either renting the building for a minimal fee or find out what the purchase price would be if the building would be for sale.  City Attorney Guinness recommended that the board of aldermen  discuss the rental or purchase price of the building in closed session.  A motion was made by Alderman Short to table the discussion and add this to the September 19th special session agenda for closed session, seconded by Alderman Davis.

     
AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried
NEW BUSINESS

Resignation Letter from Alderman Kindred from Ward 3 – Mayor Wilch

Alderman Kindred submitted his letter of resignation from the Board of Aldermen due to his wife's health issues.  A motion was made by Alderman Hartley to accept his resignation letter, seconded by Alderman Harper.


AYES – Alderman Harper, Alderman Hartley, Alderman Davis                 
  
NAYS – Alderman Short
ABSENT - 1
      Motion carried

Purchase of (1) Liberty Grinder Pump from PWSD#1 of Lincoln County for lift station on Brooksher - Brian Hemmer with Alliance 
Mayor Wilch asked if there was a pump already in stock that could have been used for the lift station.  Brian wasn't sure if that pump would work since it didn't have a grinder and it had a larger discharge and he didn't find out for sure until after the pump from PWSD#1 was already installed.  He would like to add the pump in stock as a dual pump for the lift station after some replumbing on the discharge side, a new starter & floater and some additional wiring.  Motion was made to approve the grinder pump purchase for $1,036.56 by Alderman Short, seconded by Alderman  Davis.      .                                                                                 



                                                                                                                
AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried 

Neptune Software License Renewal Invoice / Maintenance Agreement for the   Water Department  - Brian Hemmer with Alliance 
The annual Neptune software license maintenance agreement for the Water Department is up for renewal and will include a software upgrade from the 4.7 to the 5.6 system and  a  hardware upgrade from Version 3 to Version 4 at the end of September for a total cost of $4,159.92 which is double what it was from last year.  Mayor Wilch asked if the software will work better with the new upgrade and Brian wasn't sure but he believes that the main culprit is the old water meters in the ground that they will continue to replace to work with this software.   Alderman Hartley asked if we could pay less if we wait to upgrade next year and Brian stated that the upgrades are available with the renewal maintenance contract and with the hardware if it is in good working condition.  Brian also explained that it would be a wise decision to pay the $4,000+ now or the cost will go up to $8,000 later.  The deadline for renewal has already past on August 1, 2018 and the renewal contract will be from August 1, 2018 - July 31, 2019.  Alderman Short asked Brian to check if there will be an increase each year and Brian stated that this is coming from the Neptune software company and not from Schulte Supply.  A motion was made by Alderman Short to approve the Neptune renewal maintenance agreement for $4,159.92, seconded by Alderman Hartley. 

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried

 Request to Purchase Additional Water Meters for Alliance from the Water O&M/Equipment & Repairs line item budget  - Brian Hemmer with Alliance  
Brian Hemmer with Alliance would like to purchase additional water meters for the remainder of 2018.  We budgeted for (15) cases and he needs (6) meters for the Broadway building addresses and for an address on 5th Street after they sign a meter agreement.  Alderman Short asked how many more needed to be purchased and Brian would like (3) additional cases with (6) meters per case for a total of $3,060.  City Clerk Sue Hogarth stated that we have spent  $13,600 so far on meters. The meters budget has been spent so we are using budget money allocated from the Equipment & Repairs budget of $30,000 and we have only used $18,000+ from that budget line item.  A motion was made by Alderman Hartley to approve the additional (3) cases of water meters for Alliance, seconded by Alderman Harper .  


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried

Request for City Clerk Sue Hogarth & City Treasurer Tammy Sharpe to attend the Missouri LAGERS annual meeting in St. Louis on Oct 25 & 26, 2018                        
- City Clerk Sue Hogarth 
A motion was made by Alderman Short to approve the request for Tammy & Sue to attend the Missouri LAGERS annual meeting, seconded by Alderman Davis.

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried

Request for Teresa Jones to clean the Elsberry Police office building 2X / month for $10 per hour - City Clerk Sue Hogarth

A motion was made by Alderman Davis to have Teresa Jones clean twice a month at the police office building, seconded by Alderman Hartley.

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried

RESOLUTIONS WHICH REQUIRE ACTION BY THE BOARD
"A Resolution of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Elsberry, Missouri Educating The City's Voters Concerning The Impact Of Missouri Proposition D To Be Voted On At The November 6, 2018 Election" - City Attorney Rob Guinness
This resolution was presented by the Missouri Municipal League (MML) regarding the state motor fuel tax that will be on the November 2018 ballot to help the cities of Missouri educate the voters in their municipalities.  City Attorney Guinness modified  a new draft of the resolution and it is the board's decision whether or not to adopt the resolution to educate their constituents.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Hartley to table the resolution for the September 19 special session meeting so the board can review the information on the Prop D proposal in more detail, seconded by Alderman Harper 

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried
REPORTS OF SPECIAL BOARDS & COMMITTEES

Library:
Nothing to report 
Cemetery / Parks: 
Nothing to report 

Infrastructure:
Nothing to report 
Emergency Services:
   Alderman Hartley stated that it has been awhile since there has been an Emergency Services meeting so he asked City Clerk Sue Hogarth to schedule a meeting before the next Board of Aldermen meeting.   
Page Branch Park:   Alderman Short reported that there are new rails on the top of the trail.  The committee has discussed putting in a splash pad with donations from various companies / businesses.  He will give a presentation of the splash pad to the board when the donation money is collected and will ask if the city can donate the water.  The water is turned on by a motion sensor when in use and can be turned off when not in use.  The Corn Hole / Volleyball tournament is coming up on September 22nd, 2018 and they still need teams to sign up.  There will also be a raffle for a U.S. Flag corn hole game at the Elsberry Democrat.  
Old Glory Jubilee:
Nothing to report
Tree Board: 
Nothing to report.  
REPORTS OF ALDERMEN AND MAYOR

Mayor Wilch:   At the next Infrastructure Committee meeting, he would like to discuss overhanging tree limbs on the city streets.  Also, there is a beige truck parked on the street at a home on the corner of Broadway Extension and Sanderson that blocks the intersection and makes it difficult to go around.  There is a No Parking ordinance 76.760  which prohibits parking 16 feet from a stop sign at a busy intersection but this truck is not in violation of that ordinance at the present time.    Budget items for 2019 need to be submitted to City Clerk Sue Hogarth by September 28th, 2018.  Since today is September 11th, please keep all the people who lost their lives during 911 and all the troops in Afghanistan and across the country in our thoughts.  
Alderman Davis:  Nothing to report

Alderman Hartley:  Yondoo Broadband is getting through the city with their fiber optic lines very aggressively and he is impressed with their progress to date.  
Alderman Kindred:  Absent
Alderman Short:  Nothing to report 
Alderman Harper:  She would like to question why things aren't getting done around the city and she is frustrated.  There were (19) cats caught from a home on 3rd Street that were trapped by a neighbor who had to put up with this home and the cats for a long time but they were not caught by the animal control people that we pay every month.  She learned that the alleys are the owner's responsibility which makes it difficult for other owners who don't take care of their portion of the alleys.  There are potholes on Page Branch Road and the Tollgate/Hillcrest intersection that need repair which is part of the bid process for the infrastructure.  We write many citations for tall grass to our good citizens and don't get rid of the people who are running the good people of our community out of town.  Something needs to be done and there needs to be better communication with the aldermen because our residents hold us accountable and she feels like "a failure" and that she is not fulfilling her job duties as an alderman for the city.  City Attorney Guinness stated he would like to ask permission to hire an attorney to send some of these people to jail.  
REPORTS OF CITY DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS

Rob Guinness – Attorney –  He would like to look at the defense attorney budget and see if we can hire a public defender.  He has (2) defendants he would like to go to jail.  Please check on this and add to the September 19, 2018 special session meeting agenda
Brian Hemmer – The cross bore has been repaired at 5th and DuBois and the manhole at 4th & Powell should be repaired soon by AT&T.  Alliance found and fixed a large leak at 109 N. 2nd Street and he has already noticed a decline in the number of plant hours per day.  There were some brown water complaints last night and he was flushing hydrants around in local areas all day today.  
Police Chief Jeffries - He wants to remind everyone about the Trivia Night on October 6th which is their biggest fundraiser for the police department each year.  It raises between $8,000-9,000 for police equipment and he would appreciate everyone's support.  The transmission is out on one of the police vehicles but it is still under warranty and will be fixed by the end of the week.  Unfortunately, the Lemon Law does not apply to commercial vehicles per City Attorney Guinness.  Alderman Harper thinks the new officer that was hired last month is doing a good job.  She has seen him out walking on foot around N. 3rd Street checking into something and out patrolling the streets late at night and he seems to be aggressive.  
Tammy Sharpe – Treasurer – Nothing to report
Katie Harper – City Collector – Nothing to report
Sue Hogarth – City Clerk – We have received (5) hard copies of the 2017 audit at City Hall and our auditor would like to bid on our audit for the next 3 years as well.  We will need to go out for bids on the audit soon so she will put that on the next meeting agenda.     
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Request to schedule a special session meeting on Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 6PM at City Hall to hold a Public Hearing to hear public comment on, and to consider, a request by CSI Digital on behalf of Yondoo Broadband to construct a small prefabricated telecommunication building at 505 Broadway in Elsberry, MO to serve as a technician's office and principally house a generator and necessary equipment to deliver high-speed data and entertainment.  This lot is zoned Central Business District and CSI Digital has applied for a special use permit to allow for this structure without any plumbing facilities.   
- City Clerk Sue Hogarth
A motion was made by Alderman Short to hold a special session meeting on Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 6PM at City Hall for the Public Hearing, seconded by Alderman Hartley.

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried

PUBLIC COMMENT BY ANY PERSON OR GROUP DESIRING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD WHO HAS NOT FILED PRIOR REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA IN COMPLIANCE WITH CITY CODE 24.105
Sue Beck from B&B Auction came to the podium and has an idea of how to clean up the city and get rid of the NECAC homes by ticketing the homeowner/ landlord instead of the renters.  This process was just started with the police department a couple of weeks ago.  Mayor Wilch is also working with Boonslick Regional Planning Commission on this issue and they are working on a plan that will be ready to present to the board at a later date.  Currently, all past due fines have to be paid before a property can be rented out again by the landlord/homeowner since the renters don't have any respect for the property.  

Resident Sonny Taylor came to the podium and congratulated Alderman Harper for bringing up these issues with the city.  Residents are selling their homes to get out of the Elsberry city limits because of all the NECAC housing but they like the school district so they move outside the city limits so their children can still attend school here.  It was stated that 78% of the students in Elsberry school district get a free or reduced lunch program.  Mr. Taylor also stated that we need to deny variances like the one approved for Mike & Virginia Spies tonight because a secondary structure should not be placed on a property without a primary structure already on the property.  The owner should combine the lots into one single lot  to make this compliant with the ordinance.  We should  start changing the ordinances for all instead of approving variances for a few.    
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made to adjourn the board meeting by Alderman Short, seconded by Alderman Harper.

 AYES – All in Favor   NAYS – 0
ABSENT - 1
Motion carried
Meeting was adjourned at 7:48PM.    
