CITY OF ELSBERRY

CEMETERY/ PARKS COMMITTEE

MAY 15, 2018
ELSBERRY CITY HALL

Members of the Cemetery / Parks Committee met on the evening of the above date at Elsberry City Hall, 6:00 pm.  Present were Alderman Kindred, Alderman Short, Alderman Harper, Mayor Wilch, City Clerk Sue Hogarth, Pam Stewart and Larry Carter from Carter Ricks Funeral Home.
Mayor Wilch called the meeting to order, took roll call and deemed a quorum present. 

A motion was made by Alderman Kindred to nominate Alderman Short as the Cemetery / Parks Committee Chairperson, seconded by Alderman Harper.

AYES – Alderman Harper & Alderman Kindred    NAYS – Alderman Short
  




Motion Carried 
Headstone & Road Repairs in the City Cemetery

Mayor Wilch stated that there are some headstones and roadways in the City Cemetery that are in need of repair.  There is just over $28,000 in the contingency fund for the cemetery that can be used for road and headstone repairs. Alderman Short & Alderman Harper will take a tour of the City Cemetery within the next week and make a list of the headstones and roads that are in need of repair and will report back at the next Cemetery Committee meeting.   

Clarification on City Ordinance for Foundations & Burial/Cremation Containers

Larry Carter requested some clarification on our city ordinance for Foundations and Burial/Cremation containers in regards to the minimum requirement from the funeral homes and monument companies.  In Subchapter C – Interment Section 35.200 #2 & #7 of the Elsberry City Code, it states “Burial of human remains must be in a concrete vault or equivalent” and “cremated remains are to be buried in an approved container and the grave dug at least three (3) feet deep”.   Larry stated that the concrete container does not seal and the only cemetery in the St. Louis area that requires a sealed vault is Sunset Cemetery.   It was decided that the verbiage will remain the same for #2 and the verbiage for #7 will be amended to read “two (2) feet deep” which is standard at most cemeteries.  City Clerk Sue Hogarth will contact City Attorney Rob Guinness to make this change on the ordinance to present to the city council meeting in June to adopt the amendment.
Addition of a Monument Survey Fee

Larry Carter requested this agenda item because most monument companies are becoming less willing to set a monument headstone without a prior monument survey.  Finke Monument is one of those companies and the cost for the survey usually ranges from $25-$50.  Currently, Larry marks all the graves & the headstones are done separately.  Parker and Kim from Carter Ricks have done these before sporadically and it is possible to train Rusty as well however someone should be collecting money for this survey fee.  Larry with Carter Ricks will approach Rusty to see if he is interested in learning how to mark the graves & monuments.  Carter Ricks charges $50 for a monument survey fee before the monument is set.  In Troy, the foundation is done first and the monument is set on the 2nd visit.  
Mayor Wilch mentioned that, per our ordinance, we are supposed to be inspecting the monuments prior to placement.  Our ordinance also says there should be a permanent foundation with a 4” flange around the monument to leave room for the mowers to go around and to create stability for the headstone.  This inspection process needs to be re-visited and enforced.  Section 35.340 #2 says “All markers shall be placed in the center of the grave’s north-south axis so that they shall be in line with other markers of the same type and in a position approved by the City Inspector or other person as designated by the Mayor”.  

A motion was made by Alderman Short to add a $50 monument survey fee to our ordinance and to have City Clerk Sue Hogarth notify Rob to update the ordinance with this amendment, seconded by Alderman Kindred

AYES – All in Favor

NAYS – 0

Motion carried

Alderman Short recommended that a letter be drafted and mailed to all the monument companies informing them of our new procedures after all is approved.    

Discussion of more land needed for City Cemetery/ Survey of Land for Cemetery
In the cemetery committee packets that Pam put together, there is a copy of a deed of sale from the 1930’s that City Attorney Guinness received from Bobette Shipman that states the City of Elsberry sold the land on the west side of the cemetery so that land is not an option to expand the cemetery anymore.   The city doesn’t have enough money to purchase land so we will have to revisit some other options but this doesn’t need to be decided tonight.  Pam Stewart put together a list of the available spaces / lots that are remaining in the cemetery as of 3/26/18 and that sheet is also included in the committee packet.  

City Attorney Guinness called off the survey of the cemetery at this time until the deed can be verified.  
Comparison of Area Cemetery Fees to Determine a Possible Increase in our Fees 
Pam Stewart called around at other cemeteries in Troy, Bowling Green and Louisiana to see what they charge for cemetery fees and she put together a comparison sheet outlining these fees for the committee to review to see if Elsberry should increase their cemetery fees.  The comparison sheet is included in the committee packets.   There was discussion about perpetual fees and Pam explained that these are collected in advance for out of town residents only.  The committee was okay with leaving the perpetual fees the same based on the comparison sheet.  

Alderman Kindred stated that we need to use pads when digging graves and Alderman Harper said she has received numerous complaints that Alliance needs to be more careful when digging & mowing to avoid damage.  Larry Carter stated that the track hoe does help with the digging.  There was some discussion about hiring a professional to handle the grave digging like they do at the other cemeteries which will take that responsibility away from Alliance so they can focus on other areas.   This service is currently included in our contract with Alliance so we may have to wait to review that when our contract is up for renewal.  
The cemetery lot fees were discussed and we haven’t increased our lot fees for probably 10 years.  We are the only city on the comparison sheet that charges a separate rate for residents vs. non-residents which makes things more complicated.  It was decided to just have (1) fee for single lots, half lots (5 graves) and full lots (10 graves) with the exception of Rose Hill (Ligon addition) that offers half lots (4 graves) and full lots (8 graves).  The current non-resident lot fees will be the new fee for both residents and non-residents and perpetual care fees will be added for non-residents which is already stated in our ordinance.  There will not be a separate non-resident fee anymore.  A motion was made by Alderman Kindred to delete the non-resident fees and have one fee structure for residents and non-residents and the perpetual care fee will remain the same as a flat fee, seconded by Alderman Harper.


AYES – All in Favor

NAYS – 0

Motion carried
A motion was made by Alderman Short to make the new lot rates the current non-resident rates as listed below, seconded by Alderman Kindred

AYES – All in Favor

NAYS – 0

Motion carried

City Clerk Sue Hogarth will contact City Attorney Guinness and the ordinance for the sale of cemetery lots will read as follows:
Section 35.100   
Sale of Cemetery Lots

1.  
The price to be charged for Cemetery Lots within the City Cemetery shall be as 
follows:



All sections except Rose Hill :




Full Lot (10 graves)
$2,600




Half Lot (5 graves)
$1,500




Single Grave Lot
$   350



Rose Hill (Ligon Addition)




Full Lot (8 graves)
$2,100




Half Lot (4 graves)
$1,200

PARKS
Update on SEMA at Page Branch Park

This will be tabled until the next Cemetery / Parks Committee meeting after we speak with the SEMA representative.

Park Reservations for City Park & Page Branch Park to Date

City Clerk Sue Hogarth sent over the park reservations to date for Page Branch Park and there is an event in City Park on Sunday, May 27th and Saturday, June 9th.

A motion was made by Alderman Short to adjourn the cemetery/parks committee meeting, seconded by Alderman Kindred.  Meeting adjorned at 7:20PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Hogarth

City Clerk

City of Elsberry  

