CITY OF ELSBERRY

REGULAR SESSION 

FEBRUARY 14, 2017
ELSBERRY CITY HALL

The Board of Aldermen of the City of Elsberry met on the evening of the above date at Elsberry City Hall, 6:30 pm.  Mayor Steve Wilch presided over the meeting.  Present were Aldermen Rockwell, Aldermen Talbot, Alderman Harper, Aldermen Hartley, Aldermen Hunter, City Clerk Sharon Kakouris, City Collector Rachel Reed, and City Treasurer Tammy Sharpe, Alderman Kinion was absent.  Also present were Marshall Suddarth and Tony Sneed of Alliance Water Resources, City Attorney Rob Guinness, and PBP Committee Chairman Aprile Taylor and Brian Marten from MECO.
Mayor Wilch called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Roll call deemed a quorum present.
A motion was made to amend the agenda to add Culvert pipe for David Street, motion was made to Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.

Minutes of the previous meetings were approved as written upon motion by Aldermen Talbot, and seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:

AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Unpaid bills were presented for the Board’s consideration. A motion was made to approve said bills and pay Lamke bill in the amount of $546,963.55, motion was made by Alderman Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:

AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
PROGRAM UPDATES

Boonslick- Mayor Wilch will find out what is going on with the Demo Grant.

MECO- Brian Martin stated that the project is going will and they are making a lot of progress.

The process is under way for the Wastewater Project.  They are getting everything to USDA.  The environmental study will take about 60 days to be complete. 
PETITIONS OF PEOPLE WHO FILED REQUESTS FOR AGENDA

Mr. Donald Marty would like a variance for property at Tammy, Shelley, and Tara Drive which he thinks is currently zoned as mobile home and he would to build duplex’s there.  Mr. Guinness said to get with him later and he would let him know if it a variance or re-zoning that is needed.
OPENING/REVIEW OF BIDS

Police Radio Bids:

Arianna stated that there she had bids for radios from:

A & W Communications

$8,670.00


Warner Communications

$16,320.00


Motorola


Have not been able to get anything from them.

The money for the radios will come out of the fundraiser monies.

A motion was made to approve A & W Communications bid for $8,670.00, motion was made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Hunter, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Arianna stated that without the new radios, we might not be eligible for grants.
Tree Bids
There were 3 bids for the trees to be taken down:


Jay Hurd

$9,175.00


Allen’s Tree Service
$1800 to $2200 per tree


Skaggs


$8,400.00

This will be tabled for now until the City Attorney can make sure they have the insurance needed and it meets our specs.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Dispatch Fees:

Mayor Wilch stated that the dispatch fees have gone up 30%. The City has not paid the new fees, but has continued to pay the old fee.  This will be taken up in closed session as possible litigation.

Locke Lane:

This was discussed in the Infrastructure Meeting; the street has not been dedicated to the City as of this time.  The Committee has worked with Mr. Hartley that he will pay for the materials needed to bring the street up to code and the city will do the work.  We will continue to maintain the street for now and then do a formal dedication to the city.

Rick Heitman Mowing

Mr. Heitman mowed around the lagoon during the summer months.  Mayor Wilch would like to pay him $200.00 because he used his equipment and time.

A motion was made to pay to Rick Heitman $200.00 for his work on mowing the lagoon, motion was made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
NEW BUSINESS

Jamal Rhodes had a water heater that was replaced.  Then he found leaks in the pcv pipes which was 1 ½ days later.  He is asking for an abatement of 3700 gallons of water from the leaks.

A motion was made to approve the abatement of the water bill; motion was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:

 
AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Anton Glenz is asking for an abatement of the sewer bill, the water hose of left on and broke, which made his water usage 17,000 gallons.

A motion was made to abate the sewer usage; motion was made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Rockwell, with the vote as follows:

 
AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion
 

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Mayor Wilch stated that this would Collector Rachel Reed’s last meeting.

A motion was made to accept Skaggs bid for the trees with Rob looking over the insurance amounts, motion was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
An amendment to the budget needs to be done to move Police Donations to Radio/Radar Repairs.

A motion was made to do an amendment to the budget to move Police Donations to Radio/Radar Repairs; motion was made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
The specs were reviewed for the Invasive Species Removal for Page Branch Park.  A motion was made to approve the specs and put it out for bid, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
The spec sheet has not been done for the bridge at Page Branch Park.  A motion was made to go out for bids once the specs have been completed for the bridge at Page Branch Park; motion was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Hunter, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
City Attorney Rob Guinness stated that we needed to hire a Defense Attorney for Municipal Court. The attorney would only be here for when they contemplate putting someone in jail.

A motion was made to move forward with hiring a Defense Attorney for Municipal Court, motion was made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, with the vote as follows:

AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
The Personnel Policy for Holiday Pay was discussed.  The policy states that a probationary employee is not entitled to benefits.  Under holiday pay it states that only full time employees receive holiday pay.  This will be looked at during an Emergency Service meeting.

Ms. Reed stated that Robert Pirtle lives in Lakeview and has 2 homes that are not connect to the water, they use a well, he now owes $916.34 for one home and $1382.00 for the other home for sewer.
He should also be hooked up to the water. The council would like to have Rob Guinness send a letter to Mr. Pirtle to inform him that his sewer will be capped off and he will be charged for this and he needs to hook up to the water system as well. Marshall stated a contractor would have to be hire for this project.

A motion was made to have Rob Guinness write a letter to Mr. Pirtle informing him of his sewer bills due, if they are not paid then the sewer will be capped off at his expense and we would have to hook up to city water, motion was made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Mayor Wilch stated that Rachel Reed has been offered another position so therefore she is resigning, with her last day being February 21, 2017.

A motion was made to accept Rachel Reed’s resignation, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-Talbot

ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 4 ayes, 1 nay, 1 absent.
Alliance Contract was discussed.  Alliance would like to extend the current contract until 2021.  This contract stated that in 2018 the increase would be CPI plus 1%, with the extension it would increase only the CPI.  Rob Guinness has not reviewed this and the Infrastructure Committee would like to talk about some more so this will be tabled until next month.

COURT BILLING:  The city has been charged too much for the holding of inmates.  The first 24 hours is supposed to be free.  If a person is brought in at 11:00 pm and let go at 12:10 PM they charging us for 2 days.  Tammy has figured the County owes us about $800 to $900 in overcharges. We have not paid the current bill.

Mayor Wilch had 5 applicants to fill the City Collector position.  One applicant did not meet the requirement of living in town, they other makes more money at her present job.  The applicants remaining were Katie Harper, Melanie Watkins and Amber Huffman.  Mayor Wilch would like to recommend the appointment of Katie Harper to fill the 1 year term of City Collector.
Ms. Reed stated that she would be willing to come in and help.
A motion was made to accept the mayors recommendation of the appointment Katie Harper to fill the 1 year term of City Collector, motion was made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, with the vote as follows:

AYES-Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot


ABSTAINED: Harper

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion
  Motion carried with 4 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent, 1 abstention.
Bid specs were looked at for a Skid Loader and Excavator.  The equipment specs state that the machines have to have no more than 850 hours on them and except a trade in of the 1998 Caterpillar 416c, 2005 John Deere 790 compact utility tractor with loader and 1986 Massey Ferguson 1020.  The money to pay for this equipment is in the budget and would be divided between the Street, Water and Sewer Budgets.
A motion was made to put bids out for Skid Loader and Excavator, motion was made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Alderman Hunter, with the vote as follows:

AYES-Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
A motion was made to approve paying MECO in the amount of $7,841.25 for construction and inspection fees of $20,370.15; motion was made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
The handheld computers that are used to read the water meters are not supported anymore by Neptune.  Marshall will get bids for a better system.

 Marshall stated that the culvert pipe across David & Lincoln needed to be replaced.  There is money in the storm sewer budget. He had 2 bids 1) c900 pipe for $435.40 and 8 inch galvanized for $398.76.
A motion was made to purchase the C900 pipe for $435.50 and move forward with the project, motion was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion  


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
INTRODUCTION AND READIANG OF BILLS FOR PASSAGE

Bill No 2017-2-001 AN ORDIANCE OF THE CITY OF ELSBERRY, MISSOURI, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO ENTER INTO, AND THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, A SOLID WASTE CONTRACT WITH MERIDIAN WASTE MISSOURI, LLC.

A motion was made to read by title only 2 times, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion
 

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Ordinance was read 2 times, a motion was made to adopt Bill No. 2017-02-001, motion was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

LIBRARY:

Aldermen Hunter stated the on March 25th the Library will be holding its Annual Fundraiser.
INFRASTRUCTURE – Nothing to report.
CEMETERY/PARKS- Nothing to report.
EMERGENCY SERVICES – Nothing to report.
PAGE BRANCH PARK

April Taylor stated that the circus is coming in October and they hoped that the bridge would be completed by then.  Surveillance equipment has been approved to purchase.  At the next meeting they will have the bids to submit for approximately $3000.00.

The lock system has been sent back to the factory for repairs for the men’s restroom.

Invasive Species will be going out to bid.  In March conservation will be doing a class for 2 hours on March 11th at 9:00 to 11:00 am on what to do to get rid of invasive plants.
OLD GLORY JUBILEE – Nothing to report.
TREE BOARD:

Aldermen Talbot stated that they have trees to be planted at Page Branch Park which will be done by the Boy Scouts.  Arbor Day Celebration is coming up.

The grandson of Clarence Cannon has not gotten back with Aldermen Talbot about his donation of trees.
REPORTS OF ALDERMEN AND MAYOR


Mayor –Court costs and water bills are not getting paid, so we are looking at different ways to address the deficit.  The Inspection’s need to be tougher and to get someone to do these inspections will cost $200 to $300 per inspection. The properties could be abated and the cost placed as a lien of the property.  

All the Board was in agreement with this. 

Kinion – Nothing to report.

Rockwell – Nothing to report.

Hartley – Nothing to report.

Talbot – Nothing to report.

Harper – Nothing to report.

Hunter -  Nothing to report.
REPORTS OF CITY DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICIERS

Robert Guinness:  Nothing for open session.
Marshall Suddarth:  All the air pressure valves are replaced.
Brian Jeffries: The Police Department would like to do a fundraiser on March 25th for 3 to 8 pm. There will items for raffle.  The money will be used for Tough Books-computers for the department.  The computers that they have now are crashing while doing reports.
A motion was made to approve the fundraiser, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Rockwell, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Paul Mueller: Not present.
Tammy Sharpe: Nothing to report.
Rachel Reed:  Said Thank You for being behind me for the last 5 years.
Sharon Kakouris: Nothing to report.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Nothing at this time.
PUBLIC COMMENT BY ANY PERSON OR GROUP DESIRING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD

Sonny Taylor states that he was 100% for cleaning up the town.  He would be happy to serve on any committee he needs to serve on for this to happen
A motion was made to go into closed session pursuant to RSMo Section 610.021 (1) Legal, Action, causes of action, litigation or confidential or privileged communications with its attorney, (3) Hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of a particular employees by the city, (13) Individually identifiable personnel records, performance ratings or records pertaining to employees, and (14) records which are protected from disclosure by law, by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the votes as follows:


AYES-Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 4 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
Meeting closed at 8:10 PM.

ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION

There was a vote taken to hire Officer Bean back as reserve.  There was discussion about the 911 fees, but no action taken

A motion was made to return to open session, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Rockwell, with the vote as follows:


AYES- Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter


NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion

           
Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent
Closed session ended at 8:45 PM.

A motion was made to continue paying dispatch and table added amount until further discussion, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
A motion was made to adjourn, by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, with the votes as follows:


AYES-Harper, Hartley, Hunter, Rockwell, Talbot 

NAYS-


ABSENT-Kinion 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.

Meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kakouris,

City Clerk

