CITY OF ELSBERRY

REGULAR/CLOSED SESSION 

 APRIL 12, 2016

ELSBERRY CITY HALL

The Board of Aldermen of the City of Elsberry met on the evening of the above date at Elsberry City Hall, 6:30 pm.  Mayor Steve Wilch presided over the meeting.  Present were Aldermen Harper, Aldermen Hartley, Alderman Kinion, Aldermen Rockwell, Aldermen Talbot, City Clerk Sharon Kakouris, City Collector Rachel Reed, and City Treasurer Tammy Sharpe, absent was Alderman Steele.  Also present were Marshall Suddarth and Tony Sneed of Alliance Water Resources, City Attorney Rob Guinness, and PBP Committee Chairman Aprile Taylor.
Mayor Wilch called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Roll call deemed a quorum present.
Minutes of the previous meetings were approved as written upon motion by Aldermen Talbot, and seconded by Aldermen Harper.  Vote was as follows:


AYES-Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-


ABSENT-Steele 


Motion carried with 5 ayes, nays, 1 absent.

Unpaid bills were presented for the Board’s consideration. Motion to approve said bills was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, with the following vote:


AYES-Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-

ABSENT-Steele

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent.
CANVAS OF THE ELECTION
Ms. Kakouris read the following Election Results of the April 5, 2016 Municipal General Election:

Mayor- Steve Wilch, 215 Votes

City Collector- Rachel Heitman-Reed, 214 votes


Alderman Ward I- Tony Steele, 32 votes


Alderman Ward II- Susan C. Miller, 43 votes


Alderman Ward II- Matt Hartley, 76 votes


Alderman Ward III- Brent Rockwell, 74 votes


Question or the $7 Million Bond Issue, 154 Yes, 84 No
This election was certified on April 11, 2016 in the office of Crystal M. Hall, Lincoln County Clerk, on the 11th day of April, 2016.

Mayor Wilch stated that he has received a letter of resignation from Tony Steele effective April 8, 2016, and he no longer lives in Ward 1 or the City limits of Elsberry.

A motion was made to accept the resignation of Tony Steele, motion made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Kinion, voting as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1


Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacant.
SWEARING IN OF THE CANDIDATES

Ms. Kakouris gave the Oath of Office to all the elected officials.

ELECTION OF CITY CLERK
A motion was made to elect Sharon Kakouris as City Clerk, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.
MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS

 Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Tammy Sharpe as City Treasurer.
A motion was made to appoint Tammy Sharpe as City Treasurer, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Kinion, vote as follows:


AYES-Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Brian Jeffries as Chief of Police.
A motion was made to appoint Brian Jeffries as Chief of Police, motion made by Aldermen Kinion, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES-Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Kinion

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Rob Guinness as City Attorney.

A motion was made to appoint Rob Guinness as City Attorney, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, vote as follows:


AYES-Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Steve B. Hillman as City Judge and Chris LaPay as Judge Pro-Tem.
A motion was made to appoint Steve B. Hillman City Judge and Chris LaPay as Judge Pro-Tem, motion made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Alderman Hartley, vote as follows:


AYES-Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Don Slaughter as Zoning Administrator.

A motion was made to appoint Don Slaughter as Zoning Administrator, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:

AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Paul Mueller as Emergency Management Director.

A motion was made to appoint Paul Mueller as Emergency Management Director, motion made by Aldermen Harper, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to appoint Brent Rockwell, Matt Hartley and Terrie Harper to the Economic Development Committee.

A motion was made to appoint Brent Rockwell, Matt Hartley and Terry Harper to the Economic Development Committee, vote as follows:


AYES-Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like to make the following appointments to committees:


Library Representative- Steve Wilch


Infrastructure: Rusty Kinion, Mike Talbot, Matt Hartley and Brent Rockwell.  
Mike Talbot will only be on the committee until Brent Rockwell is comfortable 
on the committee.


Emergency Services: Brent Rockwell, Matt Hartley and Mike Talbot


Cemetery/Parks: Brent Rockwell, Rusty Kinion and Terry Harper


Page Branch Park: Sonny Taylor, Aprile Taylor, Amy Lowe, Sarah Hunt, 
Christina Gibbons, Ron Conger, and Don Slaughter.  Terry Martin would like to 
stay on this committee and help when he can.


Board of Adjustments: Kathy Crank, Jim Jeans, Blake Wilson and Brian Gnade

Planning and Zoning Board: Matt Hartley, Conrad Cheatham, Bill Boswell, 
William Taylor, Marshall Suddarth, Mayor Steve Wilch.

Tree Board:  Mike Talbot, Brent Rockwell, Aprile Taylor, Sonny Taylor and 
Carolyn Lovelace.
A motion was made to accept the committees, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Kinion, vote as follows:

AYES- Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot,

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

PROJECT UPDATES


There was no one from Boonslick or Meco present.

PETITIONS FOR REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA

Judy Wagner stated that she had a water leak and would like to request a discount on her water bill.  Rachel stated that this was ok.

A motion was made to allow the abatement for Ms. Wagner, a motion was made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES- Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

April and Josh Jordan asking for an abatement due to water leak in the yard.  Rachel stated that this is okay.




AYES- Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

OLD BUSINESS
No appointment for the Board of Adjustments at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Wilch read an Arbor Day Proclamation, reads as follows:

ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the City of Elsberry is truly blessed with a number of individuals who care deeply about trees and the natural environment we enjoy within our community; and

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton first proposed that a special commemorative day be officially established for the planting of trees; and in 1970, the United States Congress set aside a special day to acknowledge mankind’s responsibility to the natural environment; and

WHEREAS, this holiday, now designated as Arbor Day, is observed nationally on an annual basis during the months of March and April; and

WHEREAS, trees and the natural environment serve to assist the moderation of temperature, clean the air we breathe, produce oxygen and habitat for wildlife, and provide a source of joy, beauty, and spiritual renewal for the community; and

WHEREAS, City officials, staff and residents have a deep commitment toward addressing those issues involved with beautification of our local environment, as witnessed through the establishment of the Elsberry Tree Committee; and

WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business areas, and beautify our community; and

WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, area source of joy and spiritual renewal,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Steve Wilch, Mayor of the City of Elsberry, do hereby proclaim                                         April 16, 2016, as

ARBOR DAY
In the City of Elsberry, and I urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, and
Further, I urge all citizens to plant and care for trees to gladden the heart and promote the well

being of this and future generations.

Dated this 11th day of April in the year 2016. 

A motion was made to accept the Arbor Day Proclamation, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:

AYES- Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch stated that our website is not up to date.  He has looked at other cities and would like to get pricing and maintenance fees to see about setting up a new website.

A motion was made to allow the Mayor to get pricing and maintenance fees for a new website, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Kinion, vote as follows:


AYES- Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch would like propose going to a smaller flag every day and on holidays use the large one.  The price of the large one is around $697.00 and they do not last long being flown every day.

A motion was made to get pricing on a smaller flag, motion made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES- Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Mayor Wilch stated that there is a charge of $1,100 for the drawing up of the lease/purchase on the new police cars.  Attorney Rob Guinness was going to look into it, it is not mentioned in the lease agreement us paying that charge.

A motion was made to tack the $1100.00 to the loan, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Rockwell, vote as follows:


AYES- Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Hartley

NAYS- Harper


VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 4 ayes, 1 nays, 1 vacancy.

INTRODUCTION AND READIANG OF BILLS FOR PASSAGE

Bill # 2016-004-01 AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR THE CARE OF PUBLIC TREES UNDER THE CITY TREE BOARD ORDINANCE BY AMENDING SECTION 31.150 OF THE CITY MUNCIPAL CODE. A motion was made to read the ordinance by title only 2 times, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, vote as follows:

AYES- Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill # 2016-004-01 was read 2 times by title only. A motion was made to adopt this bill, motion made by Aldermen Kinion, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES- Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill #2016-004-02 AN ORDINANCE RENEWING AN EXISTING PRANCHISE AND GRANTING FOR A PERIOD OF TWENTY (20) YEARS TO UNION ELECTRIC COMPANY D/B/A AMEREN MISSOURI, A CORPORATION, ITS SUCCRESSORS AND ASSIGNS, A NON-EXCULIVE FRANCHISE, RIGHT, PERMISSION AND AUTHORITY TO CONSTRUCT, MAINS, PIPES, MANHOLES, UNDERGROUND VAULTS, SERVICES AND OTHER EQUIPMENT, AND APPLIANCES IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, IN, ALONG, ACROSS, OVER AND UNDER THE STREETS, ROADS, ALLEY, SIDEWALKS, SQUARES, BRIDGES, AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES IN THE CITY OF ELSBERRY AREAS DEDICATED TO THE CITY FOR PUBLIC UTILITY USEK, FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRANSMITTING, DISTRIBUTING AND SELLING NATURAL AND/OR ARTIFICIAL GAS FOR LIGHT, HEAT, POWER AND OTHER PURPOSES WITHIN AND THROUGH SAID CITY, PRESCRI9BING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH GRANT, IMPOSING CERTAIN OBLIGATIONS UPON THE GRANTEE, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, SUCESSIVELY, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.  A motion was made to read Bill #2016-004-02 twice by title only, motion made by Aldermen Kinion, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES- Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill #2016-004-02 was read twice by title only, a motion was made to adopt Bill #2016-004-02, motion made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:

AYES- Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill #2016-004-03 AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LIGHTING BY ELECTRICITY OF THE STREETS, AVENUES, ALLEYS, AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES IN THE CITY OF ELSBERRY, IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI, AND OTHER ELECTRIC SERVICE REQUIRMENTS OF THE CITY, BY CONTRACT, SETTING GORTH THE TERMS OF THE PROPOSED CONTRACT THREFORE BETWEEN THE CITY AND UNION ELECTRIC COMPANY, D/B/A AMEREN MISSOURI, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, AND PERMITTING SAID COMPANY TO ERECT, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN POLES, LINES, WIRS, CABLES, TRANSFORMERS, AND OTHER APPLICANCES IN THE STREETS AND ALL OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, NECESSARY FOR AND APPRECIATE TO THE PERFORMANCE OF SAID CONTRACT AS DESCRIBED HEREIN, a motion was made to read Bill #2016-004-03 twice by title only, motion made by Aldermen Hartley, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES- Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill #2016-004-03 was read twice by title only, a motion was made to adopt Bill #2016-004-03, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:


AYES- Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill # 2016-004-04 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ELSBERRY, MISSOURI, TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO, AND EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, A LEASE WITH BALCO, PROPERTIES, LLC, FOR A POLICE STATED AT 106A NORTH THIRD STREET, ELSBERRY, MISSOURI 63343, a motion was made to read Bill 206-004-04 twice by title only, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Hartley, vote as follows:


AYES- Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Bill # 2016-004-04 was read twice by title only, a motion was to adopt Bill # 2016-004-04, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:

AYES- Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

LIBRARY: Steve would like to thank everyone that attended the fund raiser for the Library last week.
CEMETERY/PARKS: Alderman Kinion stated that the cemetery looks good.
INFRASTRUCTURE: Nothing to report at this time.
EMERGENCY SERVICES: Nothing to report at this time.
PAGE BRANCH PARK: Aprile Taylor stated that the bathrooms have not been opened and the water is still off.  There has been some vandalism at the bird sanctuary and dog do this thick in the sanctuary.  They would like to leave the water hydrants locked unless there is a function going on.
There is also a problem with kids in the park without adult supervision.  It was stated that is not just kids but young adults also.

The ordinance for the park will be changed the times that the park is open and a permit will be issued for events that will run after the park closes.

There will be a clean up day on April 16th at 10:00 AM.
OLD GLORY JUBILEE: Nothing to report at this time.
TREE BOARD: Aldermen Talbot stated that the invoice is in from Davey Tree Service, which is less that what the estimated cost would be.  He will be meeting with Dan Mochesky to review all the work and get paperwork done to get the money.
The Arbor Day Foundation awarded the city a plaque to the City of Elsberry for 2016.  There will be an Arbor Day Celebration; Forest Keeling has donated 2 trees that will be planted at Page Branch Park on April 16th at 10:00 AM. 
REPORTS OF ALDERMEN AND MAYOR


Mayor: Would like to thank everyone for going out to vote for the bond issue to pass and congratulations to all the new reappointments. 

Kinion: Nothing at this time.

Rockwell: Nothing at this time.

Hartley: Nothing at this time.

Talbot: Nothing at this time.

Harper: Nothing at this time.
REPORTS OF CITY DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICIERS

Robert Guinness: Thank you for the reappointment.  

Marshall Suddarth:  Has Nothing.
Brian Jeffries: He would like the Board to accept the resignations of David Wait and Dale Rowe.
A motion was made to accept the resignations of David Wait and Dale Rowe, motion made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Harper, vote as follows:

AYES- Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley Kinion

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Chief Jeffries would like to have the Part Time and Reserve Officers sign an agreement that if they quit in year they would have to pay for all their training, ammo, and drug testing.

A motion was made to change the contract and ordinance for Reserve and Part Time Officers to pay back the city for their training and drug test if they leave within a year, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, vote as follows:


AYES- Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Rockwell

NAYS- Kinion


VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 4 ayes, 1 nays, 1 vacancy.

Paul Mueller: Nothing to Report.
Tammy Sharpe: Would like to thank the city for the reappointment and to ask permission to go to the Municipal Court Clerk Conference.
A motion was made to allow Tammy Sharpe to go to the Municipal Court Clerk Conference, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Kinion, vote as follows:

AYES- Kinion, Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley

NAYS-

VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.

Rachel Reed:  Nothing to report.
Sharon Kakouris: Would like to thank the city for the reappointment.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS- None
PUBLIC COMMENT BY ANY PERSON OR GROUP DESIRING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD: None
A motion was made go into closed session pursuant to RSMo Section 610.021 under 1) Legal Action, causes of action, litigation or confidential or privileged communications with its attorney, 3) Hiring, Firing Disciplining or promoting of employees, 13) individually identifiable personnel records, performance ratings or records pertaining to employees, and 14) records which are protected from disclosure by law, by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Harper, with the votes as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion

NAYS-


VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.
ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION
The Board interviewed 5 applicants for the Part Time and Reserve Positions for the police department.  The Board voted on who they wanted to hire, but background checks have not been completed so information cannot be released at this time.
A motion was made to return to open session, motion made by Aldermen Rockwell, seconded by Aldermen Talbot, vote as follows:


AYES-Rockwell, Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion

NAYS-


VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 4 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.
A motion was made to adjourn, made by Aldermen Talbot, seconded by Aldermen Kinion, vote as follows:


AYES-Talbot, Harper, Hartley, Kinion, Rockwell

NAYS-


VACANCY- 1

Motion carried with 4 ayes, 0 nays, 1 vacancy.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Kakouris,

City Clerk
